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ORS Program Overview 

Christopher Jakim | HIDTA National Coordinator, Overdose Response Strategy 

The Overdose Response Strategy is a unique collaboration between public health and public safety to reduce 
overdose deaths. Learn more on our website and contact the ORS team in your jurisdiction to collaborate. 

National Overdose Data Snapshot 
Steve Barnes | Technical Advisor, Overdose Response Strategy 

As of June 2026, reported overdose deaths have declined about 14% for the 12-month period ending January 
2026, representing a continuation of the downward trend from the 2023 peak. However, regional variation 
persists, with some Western states trending upward despite the national decline. 

DEA Drug Trends, Analysis & Threats 

Agnes Winokur, PhD | Director, Special Testing and Research Laboratory 

• Orphine detections are accelerating, led by cychlorphine. DEA laboratory data identified 89 orphine exhibits 

from January-June 2026, with cychlorphine appearing in 63 exhibits. Cychlorphine was the top trending 
substance in the South Central region over the past 90 days. 

• The DEA Overdose Surveillance Exchange (DOSE) is a new initiative to detect emerging substances linked to 

overdose cases by partnering with medical examiners and coroner offices. For example, DOSE helped identify a 
newly detected orphine in a sample tied to May 2026 fatal overdoses in Knoxville, TN. 

• Carfentanil form: Only 217 carfentanil exhibits analyzed so far in 2026, yet those exhibits represented more 
than 1.1 million tablet doses. In powder form, carfentanil was co-reported with fentanyl in 93% of exhibits. 

• Drug purity updates: Crystalline methamphetamine purity is around 93% and cocaine around 81%. Fentanyl 
powder purity (~11%) shows a slight uptick in 2026.  

• Medetomidine illustrates how quickly regional drug trends can spread. Initially concentrated in the 

Northeast, DEA detections increased from 33 exhibits in 2023 to more than 1,400 nationally in 2025, with 
continued westward movement in 2026. Early regional signals can give other jurisdictions time to prepare. 

Drug Trends to Action 

Emma Kempton, MPP | Senior Policy Analyst, Overdose Response Strategy 

• Most TAT attendees report learning new and relevant information but translating it into action is the gap. 
A targeted survey identified that 95% of regular attendees learned new information, but only 60% translated that 
information into a new or improved action or plan in their work.  

• Every sector has a way to put the information to work. Examples include updating overdose response 
protocols for law enforcement and first responders, updating public health surveillance queries, updated 
prevention messaging to match current risks, tailoring withdrawal management and treatment approaches for 
clinicians, and policymakers allocating or reallocating resources to address new and emerging trends. 

• Multi-sector partnerships are most impactful. For example, cross-sector teams can review multiple sources of 
data to validate or verify a trend learned on these webinars, collaborate with relevant personnel, create or revise 
an action plan, or build a plan to monitor trends and prepare a coordinated response. 

• Three considerations for attendees: Remember that no single data trend occurs in isolation, no single source 
of data tells the whole picture, and all attendees have an opportunity to act on this information depending on the 
sector they represent and the needs of each community.  

• Call to action: Email ors-tat@nhac.org with examples of how the TAT webinars, or drug trends in general, 
translate into action in your work. 

Webinar Materials and Additional Resources 

Webinar materials are posted on the ORS website. Links below include referenced materials as well as related resources. 

• Northwestern University "OD Pulse" Dashboard 

• Provisional drug overdose death counts - National Center for Health Statistics 

• DEA Overdose Surveillance Exchange (DOSE) – May 2026 New Substance Public Alert 

 

https://orsprogram.org/
mailto:ors-tat@nhac.org
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNDQ2YWFlYWEtY2VmMy00OWFjLTllODQtMzVkY2E1Y2FhYzE2IiwidCI6IjdkNzZkMzYxLTgyNzctNDcwOC1hNDc3LTY0ZTgzNjZjZDFiYyIsImMiOjN9
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm
https://www.nflis.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/nflisdata/docs/5-Chloro_Desmethyl_Chlorphine_Public_Alert_May-2026.pdf

